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Quebec.  All now turned on the arrival of succours.   Had
a French fleet appeared first in the St. Law- Quebec
rence,  Quebec would probably  have fallen, besieged,
but such a contingency was rendered unlikely by the
victories of Hawke and Boscawen.    The siege was soon
over;  on  May 9, an English frigate anchored in the
basin, bringing news that a squadron was in the river.
On the 15th, a ship of the line and another frigate ar-
rived, and the next morning the two frigates attacked
and destroyed the French ships.    De Levis „
,         , .	.	-,         ,	Siege raised
saw at once that his enterprise was hopeless, by English
and, judging from the boldness of the English shlps*
frigates, that they were the vanguard of a large reinforce-
ment close at hand, he abandoned the siege with precipi-
tation, and retired, leaving behind all his artillery and a
great part of his ammunition and baggage.
De Levis's march on Quebec was the last scene in the
defence of Canada, a defence which had been conducted
under circumstances of peculiar difficulty, inferiority of
numbers, neglect of the home government, and a dearth
of supplies amounting almost to famine, but Heroism of
maintained to the last with a gallantry and de- the French.
votion worthy of the best days of France.    Nothing now
remained for Amherst but to draw the toils round his
prey.    In the face of overwhelming odds, the
French surrendered without striking a blow, 0fa]XontreaC
and by the capitulation of Montreal, the whole Septembers.
of Canada was yielded up to the English.
Louisiana alone now remained to France of all her
vast American possessions.    After six years of warfare, a
definite answer had been given to the question—one of
the greatest of all that were involved in the Seven Years'
war—the  question whether   North America Resuits Of
was to be English or French.    Perhaps the the war.
result was inevitable in any case} and was only hastened

